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In GLOM #13, Forrest J Ackerman aes himself a fit about the so-
oalled "insurgent element" which we would ignore {using our custowary
pose of saintly patience) were it not for the fact that we like Forrest
J Ackerman.

Get that, Forry? e like you, eaoch and every one of us.

Je confess an antipathy towards some of your friends, self-termed and
otherwise; we deplore some (not all) of your ettitudes; occasionally we
take a dim view of something you do or do not do. #as it not ever thus
between or among friends? "lLove me; love my dog" is not the way most
people operate. #e think enough of the man Ackerman that we overlook
the occuasional things he does we do not like. e feel that thhe men
Ackerman has enough good points to counterbaleznce far more flaws then
he actually hes. we usually like your writings and we always enjoy your
company. e like you, Forry.

This being the case, 1t isn't right you
should entertain as mistaken a view of us as GLOM #13 would seem to in-
dicate,

Since GLOM #13 seems to huve been inspired by 4JILD HAIR #3, it
might be instructive to glance at our significant funzine. WB#3 1is de-
finitely not anti-Ackermen. In cne pluce, I chide you sbout a book--the
same sort of friendly bantzr 1'd have directed at Burbee, Condre, yvidnper,
or any other friend. On page 27 is an inch-square caricature of you by
Rotsler. In "Wutch Your Money" is the one reully pointed crack at you
in the entire fssue (p.28}. It is r stinger «11 right, but is no rough-
er than Condre's hulf-purugroph on the high decibel Luaney voice,

Though
WILD HaJR is definitely anti-LaSFS, 30 of its 36 pages huve no connection
with or aim et the LASFS or any of 1ts members. nd of those six, two
happen to huve only isoluted crucks at the Shengri-Lu Utople.

Another
thing, Eph Konigsberg of the LASFS was invited to the session by letter,
and you were invited verbslly. Both of you accepted subject to prior
commi ttments, and it was & m«tter of genuine regret to those of us who
did publish V¥IID H.. IR that we did not reclise our dute conflicted with
the Evans banquet until it was too lute to chunge it.

S0 much for thut.

You seem to have the notion that we "hate the 1.ASFS", "thrive on rebut-
tals, indignution, enger”. It is & pity that &n intelligent person like
you should bel leve such guff for & moment. We satirize foibles, leugh
at hyper-seriocusness, and occasionally cry out uguinst some condition
that needs correction (like the queers in the L.SFS or Dsugherty with-
holding the NF¥FF's Paoilficon money). e alsc attempt to crerte writing
and drawing of a&s high a quality a9 our own limitations will permit;
aome satiric, some burlesque, sowe serious, some pure humcr--und all of
it written for our own (&nd others') plsssure.

~



You say: "Pfhe Insurgsits will fwii &g %hz 1ll-1uted Xnsnves and
gutsiders Tailed.” HO® cun «e POSELILLY jpi;? ¥e heve no Missicn. e
aren’'t trying to Do Something. With us, Tandom is not a way of life. ¥e
do what we do becuuse we enjoy dcing it. Ae long as we enjoy doing 1%,
we ure successful., IT =nd when we o longer derive exnjoyment from FAPA
membership, fenzine publishing, one-chot sessicus (which by the by are
at leust 754 sociul functions), enateur druwing and writing, snd the oth-
er things we do; we'll quietly faucde out of vhe picture und ficd something
we do en]joy.

3 The Knenves did not fail., They consisted of four peopls
who tired of the LASFS, pulled out, w«nd published three funzines under the
name "Knanves"., Thelr wmotivation wis rem:rkubly lilKe our own; they en-
Joyed whut they did as "Xnanves", and when they were tired of it «ll,they
quietly sought other interests, Since they hed no high-flown sims, they
couldn*'t fail.

The OQutsiders In a semse did fuil., To the primary mot i~
vat ion of the Knanves, they sdded the objective of building up an edult
geience~fiction frn orgenization of intellectual twretentions in LA, The
Qutsiders felt that sunh 2 ¢lub wuas needed to try to undo the harm done
by seven years' existence of the LAS#S, and eveniually hoped to supplent
that bumbling and feckless group. Instead, the Cutslders folded,

But
the Insurgent Element cuynot Ffail. Fe huve no clud, no orgunizution, no
meetinge. /58 u metter of fact, Burbee coined the phrase vInsurgent mle-
ment"” solely so that you semanticists could huve a high order zbstraction
to wrap your tongues around end get excited about. All we are is a smell
group of friends, nelther compuct nor exclusive, who have certuin inte . -
ests in common. 4nd w9 a&re nn more insurgent now than RBurbse &nd laaar
were 1in 1945 when the one edited the LASFS mogazine snd the other (go
forgive him) was dlrector of the LASFS.

In passing, I'd like to state
thut I find it difficult to comprehend the state of mind thut would
cause & staunch science-fiction fan such us you, Iorry, to speak of thne
tgucrifice of standardsd enteiled by our welcoming R. P. Greham to our
typewriter party. He is every blt as deslirable an associete as the van
Yogts, Bryce Walton, or any oi thé other pro suthors you are proud to
number ameong your friends. I have no doubt thet he und they would find
much in comwmon, and that the would be good friends if {hey were to mset
end become acquuinted. 7@ are sbove drawing the "color-line" aguinst e
mun just because he hus written =nd sold & million worde of stf,

I'11
close with two f£riendly challenges. PFirst, GLON #13 is too fll of puns
apd suide-issues t© meke senge Lo tne non-LA reader. If you cure to cust
it into serious English we will be happy to publish 1t and enything else
you may cure to say on the subject verbstim in your choice of WILD HAIR

#4 or PM-DANGO #22.

Second, you speax of the LASFS® "good meetings and
good works". Heh. Ve ves dere, Sharlie! ¥We seriously doubt that the
LASFS can put on a good meeting. Why don't you put on & good one and
let some of us come end repori it for the #4 WILD HAIR? 1Y you ceme
thru with the goods, you would bg treated to the happy speoitucle of the
Insurgent Element eating their own words in thelr own meguzine.

P.S5. ¥We

antic ipate no change of diet.
put in any case, Forry, renember that we

all like you. Not Evans, not Duugherty--but we like you.
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